Wednesday, June 18, 2003
1 Samuel 12:1 - 25

Once again the people of Israel were reminded of their sin against God. In these verses we see not only the previous history of sin among the people of God, but the fact that the demand for a king was also a sin is repeated. Samuel tells the people that they now have a king of their own choice.  This was important for them to know because Saul will fail as ruler.  They needed to know that their eagerness to make their own choice, without seeking God’s will, was not only rebellious but unwise. There was turmoil and weakness in Saul that would lead to his downfall.  Although God did seek to lead Saul and make him a great king, He also knew that Saul would reject His Lord and pursue his own evil inclinations. 

Samuel challenged the people to cite any way in which he has not been a good and responsible leader of the people and they could not. Perhaps he did this in order to remind them that though his sons were not respected by them, Samuel was above reproach. This was important because the message that he had for them was vital to their survival as God’s people.  They had to accept his words without reservation.


God’s grace shines forth in verse 20-22: “Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. ﻿.… For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to make you his own.” We now know that God’s grace and love for the Old Testament believers and ourselves was so great that He sent His Son to die so that we might live in His presence forever.  We know that we also are sinners and do evil every day, but because of Jesus’ death as payment for our sin we are assured that we can continue to follow our God and never fear that His grace will be taken from us “because the Lord was pleased to make [us] His own.”
